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THE 


PUBLISHER 


TO THE 


READER 


Hat the following Diſcourſes are 
/ Genuine and Authentick ; and were 


really writ by that excellent Pre» 

late Whoſe name they bear ; can never be 
doubted by the Learned and Judicious Readers. 
For the Compoſures of that incomparable Pen 
are ſo Cloſe and Logical, and his Stile ſo Maſs 
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The PUBLISHER 
culine and Convincing , as not eaſily to be imis 
tated by any other Hand. 


However to juſtifie my Integrity herein 
(/ince poſthumous Writings lhe under Suſpici- 
on) 1 ſhall give this further Satufattion 3 
That about Twenty Years ſince , 1 received 
theſe Papers fromThe Hands of that well-known 
good Man Mr. Jo.Pullen of MAGDALEN- 
HALL, his Lordſhip's Domeſtic _Chaplain. 
IWho, upon my Deſire, did communicate not on- 
ly theſe , but ſeveral other Remains of the 
fame venerable Name. 


Amongſt which , there is a Fragment of 
an Anſwer to Dr Baylic's Challeng. Whe- 
ther or no it was ever finiſhed , [ have no cer- 
tain Conjefture. But if it were, and could \ 
be found, the Publiſhing of it at this Jun- 
fure would be Seaſenable and Uſeful. 


Fo 


tothe READER. 
For tholgh that Pampblet is a Piece of as 
tranſparent Sophiſtry, as was ever called 
Demonſtration ; and though the Weakneſs 
and Inconſequence of it bath been ſufficient!) 
diſplayed ; yet Juch is the Pleaſure of ſome 
Men , that it hath been Printed and Re- 
printed with as much Aſſurance, as if not the 
leaſt notice had been ever taken of it. 


The ſame Remark is obvious concerning theſe 
following Tratts. 


"Tis ſurpriſing to obſerve ( after theſe things 
have been fo clearly and fully ſtated ) that 
we ſhould ever and anon be thus pelted with 
that impertinent Queſtion, Where was your 
Church before Luther 2 Onur Venerable Au- 
thor doth tell them where it was. And he doth it 
with fuch an Evidence and Strength of Rea- 
fon, as is peculiar to Himſelf. For whereas 
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The PUBLISHER, &c: 
the Writings of other Men may mdeed Con- 
vince ; Thoſe of Biſhop Sanderſon do pers 
feftly Silence, 
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DISCOURSE 


Concerning the 


VISIBILITY 


OF.THE 


True Church: 


1 Tar word [ CHURCH | hath, 
among others, theſe four ſpe- 
cial Significations. Being taken 

for, 

Firſt, The whole Company of Gods 
Ele&t, aually made Members of Chriſt 
by vertue of an inward effectual Calling 
to Faith and Godlineſls. This we com- 
monly call the Inviſible Church, or the 
Church of Gods Elect. 

Secondly, "The whole Company of all 


thoſe throughout the World, who by 
B their 


i fig 
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their Do&trine and Worſhip do out- 

wardly make- Profeſſion of the Name of 
Chriſt. This we call the Wniverſal Viſe 
ble Church; Or, the Catholick Chriſtian 
Church. 

Thirdly, Some particular, diſtin&t, whe- 
thee National, Provincial or other greater 
or ſmaller Part of the Univerſal. As 
we ſay; the Church of Rome, the 
Church of Cormth, the Church of Eng* 
land. This we call a Particular Viſible 
Church. ; 

Fourthly, By a Synecdoche the Biſhops, 
Paſtors, and Governours of particu- 
tar Churches, lawfully authorized to- 
repretent the whole Church, whereof 
they are Governours, as to ſome ſpecial 
[ntents. This we call a Church Repre- 
ſentative. | 

The word [TRUTH] applyed 
to any Subject, is taken either Abſolwe, 
or ReſpeFive. 

Abſolutely a thing is true, when it 
hath veritatem Entis & Efſentiz; with 
all thoſe Effential things, that are re- 


quilice 
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quiſite to the bare Being and Exiſtence of 


it. Reſpettively, when over and above theſe 
Eſſentials, it hath alſo ſuch Accidental 
conditions and Qualities, as ſhould make 
it perfe&t and commendably good. 

A Thing may be true in the foſt 
| ſenſe, and yet not true in the ſecond but 
falſe. As a Man may be a true Man 
(animal rationale) and yet a falle Knave. 
A Woman a true Wife (nupta viro) and 
yer a falle Quean. A Speech a true 
Propoſition (having Subjettum Predica- 
tum C& Copulam) and yet a falſe Lye. 

A True Church, according to the firſt 
ſenſe and abſolutely, is every Church that 
in her Do&trine and Worſhip profeſleth 
the Faith of Chriſt, whether ſound] 
or corruptly. But in the ſecond ſenſe 
and reſpeftively, that only is a true 
Church whoſe Doctrine and Worthip is 
pure, at leaſt in a good meaſure, from 
Errors and Superſtitions. So as other 
Churches which either maintain Hereti- 
cal Doctrines, or preſcribe Idolatrous Wor- 
ſhip, may be juſtly called, at leaſt wiſe 


2 in 


a ©» tin, Ahora 
Pe 


(4) 


| in compariſon with this, and in this 


ſecond ſenſe, falſe Churches and not 
true. 

A total and utter Defe&tion from the 

whole Faith of Chriſt, in Do&trine and 
in Worſhip,' deſtroys the very Being of 
a Church, and maketh it no Church at 
all. But a defeQtion from the purity of 
Faith, doth not take away the Being 
of a Church. It remains ſtill a true 
Church Abſolutely, but only maketh it 
an Impure and Corrupt. Church; and 
ſo far forth a falle Church Reſpeftive- 
ly. 
: Corruptions in Dofctrine and Wor- 
ſhip as they are greater or leſler, (6 
they make a Church more or leſs falſe 
comparatively: and as they are im- 
poſed upon Men with greater or leſler 
exaCtion, they do more or leſs juſti- 
fy ; whether 4 Separation from, or an 
oppoſition againſt, ſuch a falſe Church, 
and in ſome cales enforce it. 

When bertwixt two Churches, differs 
ing in Doctrine or Worſhip, Queſtion 
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(5) 
is made; Whether of them is the true 
Church ? it muſt be underſtood nor 
in the firſt lenſe and abſolutely (tor lo 
» both are true, and (ergo) equally true 
Churches, tor vero nibil vertius) but re- 
ſpettrvely and comparatively and in the 
ſecond lenle, viz, Whether of them 
maintains the DoCEtrine, together with 
the Worſhip, taught by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, in the greater meaſure of Pu- 
rity, and freer from Error and Super- 
ſticion ? 

[VISIBILITY] as to our pur- 
pole, imports ſuch a ſtate of a thing, 
as wherein 'tis evident and diſcernable 
more or leſs by ſenſible Marks; fo as 
a Man may intallibly know it thereby, 
and lay; Here it s. Which Viſiiluy 
hath ſeveral Degrees; and applyed to 
the Church may be. ſeveral ways con- 
fider'd, 

Firſt, A Thing is viſible in the high- 
eſt Degree, where it doth it ſelf ferire 
eculos, as it were ; and is {o eminently 
and gloriouſly conſpicuous, that a Man 
(unleſs 


= — 4 »  - 


(6) 
(unleſs he wilfully ſhuts his Eyes) cannot 
chuſe but ſee it. As the Sun in the Fir- 
mament is viſible, when it ſhines forth 
in its greateſt Luſtre ax Noon-Day. * 

Secondly, In an inferior Degree ; when 
"ris diſcernable even outwardly, but 
not at the firſt ſight, or in any glo- 
rious Splendor; but with due and 
ſerious and intent Obſervation. As 
ſome Stars in an over-caſt Evening to 
them that with a ſtedfaſt Eye look for 
them. 

Thirdly, And in a yet lower Degree; 
when its not diſcernable outwardly , 
or at all, to any but thoſe only who 
more nearly partake of it. As the 
light of a Candle in a cloſe private 
Room, is viſible to thoſe only that be 
in the Room. 

In every of which Degrees Viſibility 
applyed to the : Church and the Mem- 
bers thereof, may be conſ1der'd in a For 
fold ReſpeRt. -- 

Firſt, Of the Men themſelves. 


Secondly, 


(FF 
Secondly, Of their general Profeſſion of 
— 
hirdly, Of their particular different 
Tenants from other Men or Churches, 


Fourthly, Of the truth of their particular 
Tenents. 


Theſes, 


Theles. 


Þ# the Church in the firſt and 
molt proper Signification, viz; 
the Church of Gods Ele&, is wholly 
and alrogether Inviſible. But of this the 
preſent Queſtion is not. 

Secondly, The Univerſal Chriſtian 
Church upon Earth hath never failed 
from the whole Faith, nor ever ſhall 
"Fail to the Worlds end, in ſuch ſort 
bur that ſtill in ſome Part or other of 
it, it hath been, is, and ſhall be viſible 
more or leſs, and that externally in the 
firſt or ſecond Degree of Vilibility ; 
both in the firſt and ſecond Reſpects. 

Thirdly, Whence it follows; that un- 
dJerſtanding Truth in the Firſt ſenſe, there 
never hath wanted, doth or ſhall want 
upon Earth, a true and diſtin&t Par- 
ticular Church, in ſome Place or o- 


ther 
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ther externally viſible, more or leſs | 


in the Degrees and  Reſpe&ts above 
ſpecified. 

Fourthly, Every Particular vilible 
Church may fail, not only from the Pu- 
rity of Faith, but alſo from the whole 
Faith it ſelf ; and ſo may ceaſe to be 
a true Chriſtian Church, even ſo much 
as in the Firſt Senſe ; and may become 
no Church. 

Fifthly, The Univerſal Chriſtian Church 
(conſiſting of all Particular viſible 
Churches together and at once) may 
by the along of Hereſy and Idolatry, 
be brought to ſuch a general Dete&ti- 
on in the outward Face of it, though 
not from the whole Faith, yer from 
the Puricv of Faith both in Do&trine 
and Worſhip, that for a long time to- 
gether there may not be found upon 
Earth (raking Church in the ſecond Senſe) 
any rue Particular Church viſibly di- 
ſtint from the reſt, by their ourward 
Freedom from the common Corrupti- 
ons; ſo much as in the ſecond much lels 

C in 
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ia the firſt Negree of Viſihilicy, ;. cicher 
in the HR OF fourth Lv And 
this is that Part of the Church eſpecially 
under Antichriſt, Lg | | 
" Sichly, That, even 1n, the "Times, of 
the greateſt and molt 'general. Defecti- 
on, there haye been always: particular 
Men (and thoſe emineng, either, for 
Number, Place, Learning or. Godliaeſs) 
who though living'in the midſt. of : Car- 
rupt Churches, and in the» Communi- 
on - and viſible Profeſſion thereof, have 
yet according to_the meaſure” of... their 
Grace and Knawledg, and the exigence 

of Times ,and Das, either _ 
Firſt, Openly reſiſted the Errors, Super- 
ſtirions and Corruptions of their Times ; 
Or ſecondly, Noted :the. Ggrrugtions as 
they grew and complained 'of them, 
and deſired Reformation ; Or thirdly, In 
private dillented, from them. in the Ex- 
plication of - the moſt darigerous Do- 
Arines, and kept themſelves free From 
the fouleſt Corruptions, though carried 
with the Stream of the common. A- 
poltacy 


\( TY ) 
wa > Hayy peut Wheteof 

-are''tos prefuriie - they Tepented  ei- 
ther, Explicitely, if God 'gave them to 
ſee their Errors; or at leaſt wiſe Im- 
plicitely, in the Maſs of their ignorant 
and unknown Sins. 

Seventhly, Although ſuch particular 
Men were not always fo locally and 
generally ſeperated hd the reſt, as 
to make a viſible diſtin&t particular 
Church by themſclves in the firſt De- 
gree of _Viltbilicy ; yet 4n_thele Men 
did the Succeſſion of the true Church 
(raking it comparatively and in the 
ſecond Senſe) eſpecially conſiſt, and the 
Vilwogya 3: continue in the Time of 

niverſal Defection. In which Men 
the true Church continues viſible al- 
ways, and perpetually, without inter- 
ruption-;-——and--that cver-im"Tthe fourth 
Reſpect, viz, in regard of the acknow- 
ledg'd Truth of their Doctrine ; in the 
third ree of Viſibility viz, in an in- 
ward Eſtate and to themſelves; and 
ſometimes alſo (though perhaps not al- 

C 2 ways 
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ways) viſible externally, and to their 
very Enemies more or lels, in the ſecond 
qv Degree of Viſibility, and in the Three 
"Sf firſt Reſpets, 


Concerning the 


CHURCH of ROME. 


HE Church of Rome or Roman 
Church is taken ia a Threefuld 
Latirude. 

Firſt, ReſpeQtively to the Place; for 
that Church which is in the City, or 
Territory, or Dioceſls of Rome. As 
we ſay the Church of Geneva, or the 
Church of Venice, And ſo St. Paul 
wrote an Epiſtle to the Church of 
Rome, as he did to the Churches of 
Corinth, Epheſus and other particular 
Ciries. 

Secondly, ReſpeQively to the State of 
the Empire, for the whole Latine or 
Weſtern Churches, as they are diſtin- 
guihed from the Greek and Faſtern 
Churches, 
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Churches, and from the African and 
Southern Churches, Becauſe by reaſon 
of the Empire, theſe Churches had a 
nearer Communion among themlelves 
then with other Churches; and ac- 
knowledg the Biſhop of Rome as prime 
ſedis Epiſcopum ; or the Patriarch 'of the 
Weſt; as other Biſhops were of the 
Greek, Aſian, and African Churches. 

Thirdly, ReſpeRtively to the . Faith ; 
for all particular Churches aggregatim, 
that acknowledg SubjeCtion to the pre- 
ſent See of Rome; and cntirely Com- 
municate with that Church in the pre- 
ſent Do&rine and Worſhip of it ; and 
namely, and eſpecially, as to our pur- 
poſe, as 'tis compriſed in the Councll 
of Trent. To 5 ol 

In which laſt Senſe taking che Church 
of Rome, it may be conſider'd, ,eiv 
ther ; | | KY 

Firſt, Materialiter,. as tis a Chuxch 
profeſſing the Faith of Chriſt; as wwe 
alſo do in the common Points: of A- 
Sreement. ; 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, Formaliter and im regard of 
that we call Popery viz, the Point of 
Difterence, whether concerning the 
Do&trine ax for 34, + wherein we 
charge her. to- Have added to the ſub- 
ſtance of Faith, her own Inyentions. 
Thirdly, Conjunftim pro toto aggregatd, 
taking both together. As in any un- 
ſound Body; we may. conſider the 
Body by it ſelf; the Diſeaſe by it (elf ; 
and the Body and the Dileaſe both to- 
gether, as they make a Diſcaled Body. 


Theſes. 
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Theſes. 


| Bhs the Church of Rome ( which of 

the Three ways loever taken) is 
not the Univerſal Chriſtian Church, but 
only a Part thereof, or a Particular 
Church, or Churches. 

Secondly, The Church of Rome ever 
ſince the firſt Plantation of it hath 
continued a true Church, taking Truth 
in the firſt Senle; and conſidering the 
Church of Rome Materially as it is a 
Church. But ſo hath the Church of 
England allo, and many other Churches. 

Thirdly, The Church of Rome hath 
no ſpecial 'Promiſe or Privilege, above 
other Particular Churches, of Immuni. 
ty from falling ; either from the Puri- 
ty of Faith, or the whole Faith ir 


ſelf. 


Fowthly, 
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Fowrthly, The Church of Rome which 
way ſoever taken, hath long fince fail- 
ed from the Purity of Faith, both in 
the Doctrine and Worſhip of ic. And 
ſo conlider'd formally,, in regard of 
thoſe Points which are properly of 
Popery, is become a - and Corrupt 
Church; and is indeed an Antichriſttan 
Synagogue, and not a true Chriſtian 
Church; Taking Truth: in the ſecond 
Senle. 

Fifthly, The -Do&rinal Errors of the 
Church of Reme, do not direftly and 
immediately overthrow the , Foun- 
dation-of  Faith,. as the Hereſy, of the 
Arrian Churches did, but mediately and 
by neceſſary Conſequence they do. As 
in the Points of Merits, Maſs, Tranſub- 

antiation, &Cc. 

Sixthly, The bare Teaching, even ex 
Cathedrz, of the Dodtrinal Errors of 
the Church of Rome (in as much as 
they do not overthrow the Founda« 
tion, . but ex, conſequenti and indirectly) 
is not ehough of it ſelf alone to enforce 

D or 
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or juſtify an outward Separation from 
her; But the impoſing theſe Errors 
upon the Conſciences of Men, to be 
believed as of —_— is Damnable. 
And doth not only juſtify a Separation 
already made, bur N bindeth ſub Mor- 
tali all true Chriſtians to ſuch a he 
tion. 

Seventhly, The Worſhip required and 
performed in the Church of Rome, is in 
moſt Things Superſtitious; and in 
ſome lately Idolatrous: and ſuch as 
wherein a good Chriſtian cannot law- 
_ Communicate with her, 

as if there were nothing elſe, 
yet w Idolatry were enough to juſtify 
and enforce ſuch a Separation. 


Concerning 


Proteſtant 
CHURCHES. 


Y the Proteſtant Churches we un- 

derſtand thoſe viſible Particular 
Churches, which having by -4n ex- 
ternal Separation freed themſelves from 
the. Tyranny and Idolatry of Popery, 
have more or leſs reformed the Doctrine 
and Worſhip from Popiſh Corruptions,and 
reſtored them more or leſs to the An- 
cient and Primitive Purity. 

Now ſuch Churches may be con- 
ſider'd either Materially or Formally. 

Firſt, Materially. ' When we conſider 
thoſe Churches,to whom it happens thus 
to be Reformed, barely and preciſely as 
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Local and Particular viſible Churches ; 
without reſpe&t had to their preſent Re- 
formed , or former Corrupt Eſtate, or to 
the Subſtance of their Faith. As when 
we ſay, The Church of England , The 
Church of Dena, The Church of 
Saxony, &Cc. | 

Secondly., . Formally. The Proteſtant 
Churches may again» be conſider'd two 
ways, in reſpe& of a T'wo-fold Form, 

Firſt, An outward and accidental 
Form. Secondly, An inward and, asit 
were, eſſential Form. 

The inward Form ever giveth Eſſe, 
but the outward often giveth Nomen. 
The outward Form is barely the State of 
Reformation, which ſuppoſeth another 
former Eftate of Deformiry or Corrup- 
tion ; out of which reſpe&t, they have 
the Name and Title of Proteſtant and 
Reformed ' Churches. But the inward 
Form is the Subſtance of theis Faith thus 
reformed, in their Do&rine and Wor- 
ſhip, from the' Corruptions wherewith 
Popery had infe&ed ir. 

| 85, 48 Which 
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Which Subſtance of Faith in the Pro- 
teſtant Churches, may be confider'd 
difterently in the Poſitive Points of their 
Faith ml in the Negative. The Poſitive 
Points,or Affirmative Articles of our Chri- 
ſtian Faith, are they which make us true 
Chriſtian Churches. For in our Poſi- 
tive we teach the ancient Faith of Chriſt, 
and his Apoſtles, and the Primitive 
Church. And in our Negative, we re- 


jet the Innovations and Corruptions 
of latter Times. 


To the QUESTION then, 


Where Our CHURCH was 
before Luther © 


I Anſwer; 


Irſt, Taking our Proteſtant Churches 
Materially, as namely the Church of 
England, it Was where it is, viz. in 
England. Where by the great Mercy of 
God, it hath continued a viſible Chriſti- 
an Church from the firſt Plantation of 
it, by Apoſtles, or Apoſtolical Men, 
without Interruption ( though not al- 
ways without Error and Corruption) 
unto this Day. And herein it need 
not- yield to the very Church of Rome 


it ſelf; or to any other Church under 
Heaven. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, Taking the Proteſtant 
Church Formally, in reſpe&t of the Subs 
ſtance of Faith, the Profeflors of it have 
been in ſome Degree or other yiſtble, as 
well before Luther as ſince. Bur yer 
differently in the Affirmatives and in the 
Negatives of our Faith, 


Thirdly, Taking the Proteſtant Church 
Formally, in reſpe&t of the outward 
Form, viz, as under the State of Re- 
formation ; we will freely confeſs; 
There was no ſuch Reformed or Pro- 
teſtant Church before Luther as now there 
is. For a Church could not be faid to 
be Reformed till it was Deformed. No more 
thana Man can be ſaid to be ftript of 
a Motly Coat, before he had it on. 


-.,Fourthly, The Proteſtant Church for 
Subſtance of Faith in the Jffirmative 
Do&trine , hath continued viſibly from 
Chrift and his Apoſtles without Interrup- 
tion, as well before as fince Luther ; 
according to the Tenor of our Second 


and 
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and Third Theſes. In which our Ad- 
verſaries and we agree; witneſs the - 
Articles of our Cnurch. 


Fifthly, The Subſtance of Faith , as 
concerning the Worſhip, Maintain'd 
and Pra&tisd in the Proteſtant Church 
of England, hath continued Viſible in 
like manner in all Ages ; as well before 
as fince Luther, Witnels our Service- 
Book; Wherein our Adverſarics them- 
ſelves are not able to except againſt 
any thing contained. Only they com- 
plain of ſome Defefts. Burt that 
belongs not to the Affirmatives, but 
to the Negatives of our Faith, 


Sixthly, The Negative Tenets of 
our Proteſtant Church, wherein ſhe 
Renounceth the Errors and Idolatries 
of the Romiſh (for ſo much; as they are 
Negatives) are not capable of a viſible 
Profeſſion, it1. fuch Sort as Affirmatives 
are. - Yet thus far our. Church was 
viſible in reſpe of theſe Negatives be- 


fore 


fore Luther, viz, In the Primitive Times, 
for the firſt Six Hundred Years _— 
ly, and ſome other' Ages after allo, all 
Orthodoxal Particular Churches were 
viſible Profeſſors of our Faith. In as 
much as in their Writings, where we 
were Affirmative, they were Afeirma- 
tive allo. Where we are Negative, 
they are either Negative or Doubtful , 
or Divided, or Silent. Which very Si- 
lence is enough to make them ours 
as to this Intent. For who can ex- 
pet they ſhould purpolely contute 
thoſe Errors, which were ( many of 
them) not ſo much as thought on in 
their Times. 


E Seventbly, 
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Seventhly, In —_— imes, when 


Errors and Superſtitions began to grow 
to ſome Head (through the Factions 
of Princes , the Pride of the Clergy, 
and the common Ignorance of the 
Times.) As namely, about the Year 
Nme Hundred, and thenceforth till the 
Times of Luther, our Proteſtant 
Church was not viſibly diſtin&t from 
the corrupt Romiſh ( according to the 
Tenor cf our Fifth Theſis) but ming- 
led with it. Yet it had thus far forth 
vilible Profeſſors; That there were in 
every Age before Luther , ſome whole 
Names and Opinions , have been by 
God's good Providence prelerved in Hi- 
ſtories and Records ( notwithſtanding 
the indiret Endeavors of the Adver- 
ſaries ro root out the Memory of 
them) who complained of the Cor- 
ruptions, and contradicted the Do- 
&rines and Abules of Popery , ſome 
in one Point, and ſome in another ; 
ſome in moſt of all thoſe Points where- 

in 


in we now diflent ; and that in ſuch 
Degrees and Reſpects of Viſbility, as 
we have declared in our Sixth and 
* Seventh Theſes, 


